
St. Isaac Jogues

St. Isaac Jogues was born in France in 1607 and in 1624 he entered

the Jesuits. He became a missionary to Canada (then called New

France) and was captured, tortured, and enslaved by the Mohawk

Iroquois. During his enslavement, has tried to teach them

Christianity. He was able to escape and return to France. Back in

France, he received special permission to celebrate Mass, even

though his hands had been mutilated by the Mohawks. He

eventually went back to Canada to finish his missionary work and

bring the Gospel to the people there. He was killed by the

Mohawk’s on October 18, 1646.

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found him and

said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered and said,

“Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus said to him,

“You have seen him and the one speaking with you is he.” He said,

“I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him.”

-John 9: 1-41

#354 Can people be forced to believe in God?

No. No one may force others to believe. A person can make the decision to

believe only in complete freedom. Christians, however, are called to help

other people, by word and example, to find the way to faith.
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