
Eileen OCONNOR

Eileen O’Connor was born in Australia in 1892 and was crippled by a fall

that injured her spine when she was only three years old. She was largely

paralyzed for several years and remained in constant pain throughout her

brief life. She was not even 4 feet tall because of it and for much of her life

she could not stand or walk. Eileen’s beautiful spirit inspired many people to

seek her guidance and prayers. She listened to them, understood their

problems and gave wise advice. Eileen’s legacy is the mission of Our Lady’s

Nurses for the Poor that she founded and has been active for over the past 100

years. It ranks among the great and enduring social works of the Church in

Australia. Her cause of canonization has been opened.

As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts

of the body, though many, are one body, so also Christ. For in

one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews

or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to

drink of one Spirit…If one part suffers, all the parts suffer

with it; if one part is honored, all the parts share its joy.

-1 Cor 12: 12-26

#11: Why do we hand on the faith?

We hand on the faith because Jesus commands us: “Go therefore and make

disciples of all nations” (Mt 28:19). We are Christ for others. This means that

every genuine Christian would like God to come to other people, too.
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