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But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved with

compassion at the sight. He approached the victim, poured oil

and wine over his wounds and bandaged them. Then he lifted him

up on his own animal, took him to an inn and cared for him.

– Luke 10: 29-37

St. Maximilian kolbe

St. Maximilian Kolbe was born on January 8, 1894 in Poland. One night as a child he
saw the Virgin Mary, who offered him a life of purity or a death as a martyr.
Maximilian chose both. He was ordained a priest in 1918. When World War II broke
out he was again in Poland, and he provided shelter to refugees from Greater
Poland, including 2,000 Jews whom he hid from Nazi persecution in his friary. He
was arrested and sent to the concentration camp at Auschwitz. When three
prisoners tried to escape the camp and were caught, ten prisoners were selected to
die. One of the ten cried out for his family and his children, and Fr. Kolbe
volunteered to trade places with that man and died in his place. He died of
starvation and being injected with poison in 1941.

#321: Can a Christian be a radical individualist? A
Christian can never be a radical individualist, because man is by nature designed
for fellowship. Every person has a mother and a father; he receives help from
others and is obliged to help others and to develop his talents for the benefit of
all. Love is the central commandment for all Christians; through it we
profoundly belong together and are fundamentally dependent on one another.

#402: what is love? Love is the free self-giving of the heart. In
every friendship there is love.


