
Why do people dislike 
the Catholic Church?

53

“You will be brought before governors and kings because of me, as a
witness before them. But the gospel must be preached to all nations.
When they hand you over, do not worry about what you are to say. for it
will not be you who are speaking but the holy Spirit. But the one who
perseveres will be saved.” Mark 13: 9-13

Bishop francis ford

St Miguel Pro

Bishop Francis is an example of how to live and
deal with people who do not respect or
understand your faith. He put himself at risk to
stay and lead his community in their faith. He took
seriously Jesus’ task to spread the gospel to the
ends of the earth.

Have you ever thought

about these ways of dealing

with people who dislike the

church? Why do you think it

is important to listen to

them? Why do you think it is

smart to try to get answers

to people’s questions?

St Miguel shows us what it means to live in time
and place where you are not free to practice your
faith. He gave his life to God as a priest knowing
what he would have to face. His last words were:
"May God have mercy on you! Lord, you know that I
am innocent! With all my heart I forgive my
enemies! Long live Christ the King!”

#121 What does “Church” mean? The Greek word for Church is “ekklesia” = those who are called

forth. All of us who are baptized and believe in God are called forth by the Lord. Together we are the
Church. When we receive the sacraments and hear God’s Word, Christ is in us and we are in him—that is
the Church.. We will be upset by the mistakes in the Church, but we can never distance ourselves.

#5: Why do people deny that God exists, if they can know him by reason? To

know the invisible God is a great challenge for the human mind. Many are scared off by it. Some do
not want to know God is because they would then have to change their life.

#13 Can the Church err in questions of faith? Just as the disciples believed Jesus with their whole

heart, a Christian can rely completely on the Church when he asks about the way to life. Although
individual members of the Church can err and even make serious mistakes, the Church as a whole can
never fall away from God’s truth.


