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You are Peter, 

& upon this rock 

I  will build my 

church, and the gates of the 

netherworld shall not prevail 

against it. I will give you the 

keys to the kingdom of 

heaven.  Whatever you bind 

on earth shall be bound in 

heaven; and whatever you 

loose on earth shall be loosed 

in heaven.” Matthew 16:13-20

St Leo the great (440-461)

St gregory the great (590- 604)

Have you ever thought about the 

reasons behind having a leader 

that unites us all? Has  ever 

asked you any of the questions 

you discussed? 

#141 What is the Pope’s responsibility? As successor of St. Peter and head of the
bishops, the Pope is the source and guarantor of the Church’s unity. He has the supreme pastoral
authority and the final authority in doctrinal and disciplinary decisions. He watches over the
transmission of the true faith.

#143 Is the Pope really infallible? Yes. But the Pope speaks infallibly only when he makes an
authoritative decision in doctrinal questions of faith and morals. The infallibility of the Pope has nothing
to do with his moral integrity or his intelligence. What is infallible is actually the Church, for Jesus
promised her the Holy Spirit, who keeps her in the truth and leads her ever deeper into it.

#344 Why does the Church also make declarations about ethical questions and about

matters of personal conduct? Believing is a path. One learns how to stay on this path, how to act
rightly and to lead a good life, only by following the instructions in the Gospel.

Pope Pius IX (1846-1878)

Pope Leo XIII (1878-1903)

Pope John XXIII (1958-1963)

Pope Paul VI (1963-1978)

Known as Good Pope John because of his kindness he
began the process in the Vatican Councils to change
mass from Latin to other languages.

He was the first Pope to travel to different countries
by plane. He promoted peace during war time.

Known for his courage against the barbarians who tried
to conquer Rome and kill Christians. He received the
title “great” because he faced Atila the Hun in battle.

Known for spreading the catholic faith across Europe,
supported doing missions and defeated false doctrines.

He was Pope for 32 years, a time when he changed the
papacy from being political to a more spiritual power.

Known as the Pope of the workers because he fought
for just wages, private property and opened schools.

Why do we follow 
the Pope?


