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WHY DOES THE CHURCH
EXIST? WHAT IS ITS PURPOSE?

Py,
& E’t:%‘ #122 Why does God want there to be a Church? God wills the Church
3 .1'1':_".: H because he wants to redeem us, not individually, but together. He wants to make
all mankind his people. No one gets to heaven by the asocial route. Someone who
thinks only about himself and the salvation of his own soul is living a-socially. That is
impossible both in heaven and on earth. God himself is not a-social; he is not a
solitary, self-sufficient being. The Triune God in himself is “social”, a communion, an
eternal exchange of love. Patterned after God, man also is designed for

relationship, exchange, sharing, and love. We are responsible for one another.

#123 What is the task of the Church? The Church’s task is to make the kingdom of God, which has
already begun with Jesus, germinate and grow in all nations. Wherever Jesus went, heaven touched
earth: the kingdom of God was inaugurated, a kingdom of peace and justice. The Church serves this
kingdom of God. She is not an end in herself. She must carry on what Jesus started. She should act as
Jesus would act. She continues the sacred signs of Jesus (the sacraments). She hands on Jesus’ words. That
is why the Church, for all her weakness, is a formidable bit of heaven on earth.

SAINTS & INSPIRATIONAL STORIES

St francis de sales 2

St Francis de Sales spent a great deal of his life going to the ends of the earth
teaching people about God, and many times facing ridicule, rejection, and harsh living
conditions. He shows us that the mission of the Church is to evangelize.

Blessed James Alberione

Fr Alberione dedicated his whole life to spreading the Church’s teachings in a modern
world through media. He believed in using the gifts of technology to get to the word
out since the mission of the Church is to spread the good news.

They came bringing to Jesus a paralytic carried by four men. Unable to get near
GQSPEL Jesus because of the crowd, they opened up the roof above him. After they had
broken through, they let down the mat on which the paralytic was lying. When
Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Child, your sins are forgiven.”
- Mark 2: 1-12
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