
Book 2 Week 5

Instructions: Print out the Domino Diagram Pieces for
each team and the saint story so they can create their domino
map.

Team 1: Blessed Irene Stefani

Aurelia Mercede Stefani was born in 1891 in a small village in Northern Italy. She

was the fifth of eleven children. Her mother died young so she took care of her

younger brothers and sisters and worked avidly with the youth at her parish. When she

was twenty years old, she joined the Consolata Missionary Sisters in 1911 and she was

trained in religious life as well as a nurse. In 1914, she took her vows as a sister and

soon after was sent to Kenya. After a long and exhausting journey by ship, she

arrived in Mombasa on January 1915.

World War I had already begun and because of her training in nursing, the British

asked her to take care of the soldiers and Courier Corps who were wounded in the war

both in Mombasa and Tanzania. As the war was ending she was able to join the

Consolata missionaries to serve the people as a nurse. She worked there for 10 years.

She gave herself, body and soul as a nurse giving healthcare, caring for the sick. It is

said that many were the times that she spent the whole day without eating in order to

serve many patients. Because of this loving service and total dedication, the people of

that area nicknamed her as “Nyaatha” which is a name translated as “a person of

mercy”. There was an epidemic of plague and Sr. Irene got sick soon after arriving in

that area. She contracted the disease as she was treating one of the patients even

after being warned by other sisters not to attend to the patient because she could be

affected. Out of love, faith, dedication, prayer and full obedience to God, she identified

herself with the sick, the hopeless and the dying. She died in 1930 when she was only

39 years old. She was declared a Servant of God and later blessed by Pope Francis.



Team 2: Fr Aloysius Schwartz

“Father Al”, as he was known to those he comforted, helped the poor and he lived a life of

poverty. He was born in 1930 in Washington DC. He went to catholic school in the DC

area and then decided to be a priest. He went to seminary in Maryland and then to the

Maryknoll College in New Jersey and Illinois. He was very gifted in studies and was then

sent to the prestigious Louvain University in Belgium to get a degree in theology. While

he was studying there, he made many visits to the Shrine of the Virgin of the Poor in

Western Belgium. Father Al felt a deep inner peace and confirmation of his constant

desire to live in total poverty, and resolved to dedicate himself to the Virgin of the

Poor.

He was ordained a diocesan priest in Washington DC in 1957 and was almost immediately

assigned to go to Korea. His was a life of love for children in need. He founded the

Korean relief and fundraised to help those in need. Fr Al was stationed as the parish

priest and started numerous projects that employed and helped both adults and children

in the area. He founded the congregation of nuns – the Sisters of Mary and orphanages

called the World Villages for Children. He opened food pantries and built schools to

educate children. He even took over a hospital in Korea that primarily served patients

with tuberculosis. He founded and opened numerous houses that were the Korean version of

Boystown and Girlstown. At one point there were over 10 000 children in his programs.

He actually built a new hospital where the nuns worked and served people for free. He

took care of over 1800 homeless people in Seoul Korea and actually started a

congregation of brothers who would be dedicated to working with them. He started a new

program that helped over 400 severely mentally handicapped children. His work spread to

the Philippines, Mexico, Guatemala, Brazil and now in Honduras. His last three years were

full of pain and suffering from ALS disease (Lou Gerhig’s Disease). But even in a

wheelchair he continued to fulfill his duties with joy. On his 60th birthday, over 1000

children came to celebrate with him in thanks for all he had done for them. In 1991 the

sisters went to Mexico and began opening orphanages there to help children. On March 16,

1992, Fr Scwartz died of Lou Gehrig’s disease when he was 62 years old. He was buried at

the Children’s Village in the Philippines. His official cause for canonization was opened

in 2003. Fr Aloysius touched so many lives. You could say that he took advantage of the

one life God gave him to do as much good as he could and effect as many people with his

life as possible – especially the poor.



Dominos to diagram

(print about 15 for each team)




