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Gwen is a good example of how God and her family took top priority in her
life and she wanted to share that conviction with others by starting the
apostolates that she did. Her dedication to God was an example for her
children and their families. Our lives can have that ripple effect too.

St Clelia Barberi was born in Italy in 1847. When father died when she was just
eight years old, she worked alongside her mother spinning hemp to support the
family. She and her family were very religious and at the age of 21, she was the
youngest person in history to start a congregation in the Catholic Church, Our
Lady of Sorrows, which continues to serve the sick and needy to this day with over
35 centers in the world. She died of tuberculosis in 1870.

Jesus went down with them and came to

Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his

mother kept all these things in her heart. And

Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor

before God and man. – luke 2: 41-52

#369 Why are families irreplaceable? Every child is descended from
one father and one mother and longs for the warmth and safety of a family so that he may
grow up secure and happy. The family is the basic cell of human society. The values and
principles that are lived out in the small circle of the family are what make solidarity in the
life of larger society possible in the first place.

#371 How does a child respect his parents? A child respects and
honors his parents by showing them love and gratitude. Especially in times of need, sickness,
and old age, children should lovingly be there for their parents and care for them faithfully.

#372 How do parents respect their children? God entrusted
children to parents so that they might be steady, righteous examples for those children, that
they might love and respect them and do everything possible so that their children can
develop physically and spiritually.


