
Fr. Edward flanagan 

Fr Flanagan was born in Ireland in 1886 and immigrated to the US when he 

was 19. After college he entered the seminary in New York and was 

ordained a priest. His first parishes was in Omaha, NE. In 1921, he founded 

Boys Town, right outside Omaha. Boys Town grew to be a large community 

with its own boy-mayor, schools, chapel, post office, cottages, gymnasium, 

and other facilities where boys between the ages of 10 and 16 could receive 

an education and learn a trade. He believed guiding children when young 

was the only way to help them grown up. He believed that children had 

Do not be afraid any longer, little flock, for your Father 

is pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your belongings 

and give alms. Provide money bags for yourselves that do 

not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no 

thief can reach nor moth destroy. For where your treasure 

is, there also will your heart be.– Luke 12:  22-34 

 
.  

#49: Does God guide the world and my life?  

God guides everything along the paths that only he knows, leading it to 

perfection. At no point in time does something that he has created fall out of 

his hands. 

rights, should be protected, and given basic necessities like nutritious food, clean clothes and a bed 

to sleep in. Making sure that every child received a quality education was perhaps one of Father 

Flanagan’s greatest causes. He believed education was as essential as food, clothing and shelter in a 

child’s life.  He died at the age of 61 and based on his good works and ministry, an official cause for 

the canonization of Father Flanagan is underway. 


