
St. Tarcisius 

St. Tarcisius was an acolyte  (altar server) whose fidelity and courage impressed 
the leaders of the Church during the persecution of  the first Christians that he 
was entrusted with taking the Blessed Sacrament secretly to the Christians who 
awaited martyrdom in prison.  He was caught, and suffered a cruel death rather 
than surrendering “the divine Body of Christ”.  

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus inside the 

praetorian and gathered the whole cohort around him. They 

stripped off his clothes and threw a scarlet military cloak 

about him. Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed it on his 

head, and a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they 

mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat upon him 

and took the reed and kept striking him on the head                                              

                                                   – Matthew 27:27-31 

#173: Why do we need sacraments in 

the first place?   We need  Sacraments in order to 
outgrow our petty human life and to become like Jesus through 
Jesus: children of God in freedom and glory. 

Miracle of lanciano 

This miracle was the first and the greatest Eucharistic miracle in the 
Catholic Church. 


