
Venerable jerzy ciesielski 

Austin gutwein 

In 2004, Austin Gutwein became aware of orphaned children in Africa.  He was 

moved by their situation, noting they were no different than he was except they 

were suffering.  He wanted to help so he decided to raise money for AIDs victims in 

Africa by shooting 2057 free throw, representing the 2057 children that would be 

orphaned during his day at school.  His efforts caught on and over the years, Hoops 

for Hope has raised over $2.5 million to support schools, medical clinics, and other 

support to help these orphaned children in Zimbia. 

When John Paul II (then Karol Wojtyla) was a local parish priest, he taught and 

guided a group of university students in Krakow. One of them was engineering 

student, Jerzy Ciesielski..  During their time together as a group, Jerzy spoke about 

the fact that regular Catholics were also called to become saints.  Later in life he 

travel to work in Africa as a professor for 1 semester, during which time he and his 

2 sons drowned in a boating accident. John Paul II was there at his funeral and 

expressed the extreme sadness at the passing of his friend. Jerzy’s beatification 

process began in 1985 and Pope Francis has recognized his heroic virtues in 2014. 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 

May it be done to me according to your word.” Then 

the angel departed from her. -Luke 2: 26-38 

#1 For what purpose are we here on earth?  

We are here on earth in order to know and to love God, to do good according to 

his will, and to go someday to heaven. 


