
St. John Bosco 

St. joseph 

Everything we know about the husband of Mary and the foster father of Jesus 

comes from Scripture. We know Joseph was a compassionate, caring man and a 

hard working carpenter who took care of his family, Mary and Jesus.  He was 

obedient to God when God sent an angel in a dream to tell him what to do. We 

celebrate two feast days for Joseph: March 19 for Joseph the Husband of Mary and 

May 1 for Joseph the Worker. 

St. John Bosco was born in Italy in 1815 to a poor family.  He did not go to school 

yet when he was 9, he started dreaming of his future in helping troubled boys. He 

became a priest and his mother helped him take in orphans. He wanted to start his 

own religious congregation to help troubled boys. Bosco gathered a group of 

seminarians and formed the Salesian priests and brothers, the religious order that 

would carry on his work to this day.  He believed that to teach boys should know 

they are loved. He pointed to three components: reason, religion and kindness. 

Which of you wishing to construct a tower does not 

first sit down and calculate the cost to see if there 

is enough for its completion? -luke 14: 28-33 

#49 Does God guide my world and my life?  

Yes, but in a mysterious way; God guides everything along paths that only he 

knows, leading it to its perfection. God influences both the great events of 

history and also the little events of our personal life, without reducing our 

freedom. 


