
St. John Paul II 

Karol Wotijya was born on May 18th, 1920 near Krakow, Poland. By the 

time he was 21, his mother, brother Edmund and father had died. After high 

school, he went to Krakow University and studied drama. In 1939 Nazi forces 

closed the university and he went to work at a rock quarry and chemical plant 

for four years, to avoid being deported to a concentration camp. In 1942 he 

felt called to be a priest and began studying in the “underground” seminary in 

Krakow. He founded World Youth Days and he participated in 19 World 

Youth Days with millions of young people. He canonized 438 saints and 

named 1338 people blessed. He helped produce the new Catechism of the 

Catholic Church, wrote 14 encyclicals and 5 books. After a courageous life, 

Pope John Paul “the Great” died on April 5th, 2005. 

As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts 

of the body, though many, are one body, so also Christ. For in 

one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews 

or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to 

drink of one Spirit…If one part suffers, all the parts suffer 

with it; if one part is honored, all the parts share its joy.  

-1 Cor 12:  12-26 

#11: Why do we hand on the faith?  

We hand on the faith because Jesus commands us: “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations” (Mt 28:19). We are Christ for others. This means that 

every genuine Christian would like God to come to other people, too. 


