
St. joseph of cupertino 

St Joseph of Cupertino struggled in school as a young boy, so took up a trade as 
an apprentice under a shoemaker.  He didn’t do well at that either.  He did 
excel however in the virtue of humility.  He wasn’t bothered by his limitations, 
but humbly accepted who he was and trusted that God had a plan for his life.  
After trying to enter a several monastery and being rejected, he found one that 
allowed him to stay as a simple servant.  He accepted his job with great joy, and 
humbly served God by serving others. The friars saw his dedication and simple 
joy and generosity, and allowed him to become a brother in their community.  
He went on to become a deacon, then priest.  After this, miracles began to 
happen.  It has been documented by witnesses that saw him rise into the air 
while saying Mass. Pope Clement XIII canonized him in 1767. He is a great 
example of someone who trusted in God and did not give up or get 
discouraged about his life plans. 

#24 What does my faith have to do with the Church? No one 
can believe alone and by himself, just as no one can live alone and by himself. We 
receive the faith from the Church and live it out in fellowship with the people with 
whom we share our faith. The faith of others supports me, just as the fervor of my 
faith enkindles and strengthens others. 

As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man named 

Matthew sitting at the customs post. He said to him, 

“Follow me.” And he got up and followed him  

– matthew 9: 9-13 


