
Book 3 Week 2 

Famous Fable #1:  

John Paul II 

Karol Joseph Wojtyła (voy-tee-wah) was born May 18, 1920, 

in Wadowice, Poland. His nickname was Lolek. He took the 

name John Paul II when he was elected Pope in 1978. His 

mother Emilia, died in childbirth in 1929. His father Karol, 

retired army recruiter; brother Edmund died of scarlet fever 

in 1932.  When he was a boy, he grew up in a time when many 

Poles were afraid to be seen with Jews, but one of Lolek’s 

best childhood friends was Jerzey Kluger, a Jewish boy. 

Lolek even played on Jerzey’s soccer team. At boys' school, 

studied German, Latin, Greek. In the underground seminary 

of Krakow, during World War II, he studied philosophy and 

theology. At the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas 

(Angelicum) in Rome, he received his Doctorate in 

Philosophy. In his youth, enjoyed playing soccer, skiing, 

kayaking and swimming in Poland's Swaka River.  He wrote 

his first poem in 1940, titled "The Ballad of the Gates of 

Wawel.“ He was part of an actors group and worked in his 

youth as a stone cutter.  He was ordained a priest on 1 

November 1946, he was ordained a priest by Cardinal Adam 

Sapieha of Kraków. He was elected titular bishop of Ombi 

and auxiliary of Kraków on 4 July 1958. Consecrated on 28 

September 1958. He was promoted to Archbishop of Kraków 

on 13 January 1964 by Pope Paul VI. Created a cardinal in 

the consistory of 26 June 1967. He was elected Pope on 

October 16
th
  1978, at 6:18 p.m. Rome time (1:18 Eastern), the 

white smoke from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel 

announced the election of John Paul II. Some short time 

earlier, upon acceptance of his election, he had becomes the 

264th pope. The solemn entry upon his ministry,  or 

installation, as Supreme Pastor of the Universal Church 

took place on 22 October 1978. John Paul II's pontificate 

was the third longest in history (16 October 1978 - 2 April 

2005) at 26 years, 5 months, 17 days (9,664 days). The 

longest was that of St. Peter (precise dates unknown), 

followed by Pope Pius IX. 
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He has undertaken 104 pastoral visits outside  

Italy and made 146 trips within Italy. In addition 

 he has made over 700 pastoral visits within the 

 city and Diocese of Rome, including 317 of the 333 

 parishes of the diocese, as well as monasteries  

and convents, universities, seminaries, hospitals, rest 

homes, prisons and schools. In the course of these apostolic 

journeys, Pope John Paul II has traveled over 698,310 

miles (1,163,865 km.), which is 28 times around the earth or 

3 times the distance between the earth and moon. The Pope 

has proclaimed 1,342 blesseds in 147 ceremonies, and 482 

saints in 51 ceremonies. During his pontificate, Pope John 

Paul II has received over 17.6 million people at 1160 general 

audiences. In addition he has received between 2 and 4 

million others at audiences granted to particular groups, 

and heads of state and government. To this can be added the 

tens, maybe hundreds, of millions who have attended 

liturgical events in Rome and throughout the world 

presided over by the Pope, especially during the Great 

Jubilee year, when about 8 million attended papal liturgies 

and events.He was fluent in eight different languages. On 13 

May 1981, he was shot in St. Peter's Square by Turkish 

national Mehmet Ali Agca. The Pope attributed his survival 

to the Blessed Virgin Mary, whose feast day, under the title 

of Our Lady of Fátima, it was. Later, the Pope visited Agca 

in prison and forgave him. On 12 May 1982, in Fátima, 

Portugal, where the Pope had gone to give thanks for his 

survival a year earlier, a schismatic priest tried to stab 

him with a knife, but was stopped a few feet away. At least 

one other attempt is known, that of Moslem terrorists to 

blow up the plane he was traveling on during a visit to the 

Philippines. Philippino authorities thwarted the elaborate 

plot. Time Magazine declared him 1994 "Man of the Year“ 

Nobel Peace Prize: Despite his personal intervention in the 

Falklands War, in the territorial dispute between Chile and 

Argentina, his role in the fall of the Soviet Union and the 

Eastern Block, and his ceaseless efforts on behalf of human 

rights, he never received it. This is largely due to the 

opposition of the Catholic Church to the feminist and 

population control agendas which most international 

organizations support. 
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Famous Fable #2:  

Mother Teresa 

Mother Teresa is a household name for her good works, but 

many people don’t know much about her beyond “nun who helped 

the poor.”  She was born Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu in 1910 in 

Albania, to a financially comfortable family – they lived in one 

of the two houses they owned. Her father died when she was 8 

years old, which ended her family’s financial security.  Agnes 

was fascinated with missionaries from an early age, and she 

knew by age 12 that she would commit herself to a religious 

vocation.  When she was 18 years old, Agnes left home and joined 

the Sisters of Loreto in Rathfarnham, Ireland.   Although she 

lived to be 87 years old, she never saw her mother or sister 

again after the day she left for Ireland.   After a year learning 

English in Ireland, Agnes transferred to the Sisters of Loreto 

convent in Darjeeling, India.  She took her vows as a nun in 

1931, and that’s when she chose the name Teresa – to honor 

Saints Therese of Lisieux and Teresa of Avila.   Teresa began 

teaching history and geography in Calcutta at St. Mary’s, a high 

school for the daughters of the wealthy. She remained there for 

15 years and enjoyed the work, but was distressed by the poverty 

she saw all around her.   In 1946, Teresa traveled to Darjeeling 

for a retreat. It was on that journey that she realized what her 

true calling was: “I heard the call to give up all and follow 

Christ into the slums to serve him among the poorest of the 

poor.”   It took two years of preparation before she was able 

to begin doing the work she felt compelled to do. She needed to 

receive permission from the Sisters of Loreto to leave the 

order – while retaining her vows – as well as permission from 

the Archbishop of Calcutta to live and work among the poor. 

She also prepared by taking a nursing course.   In 1948, Teresa 

set aside her nun’s habit – adopting instead the simple sari and 

sandals worn by the women she would be living among – and 

moved to a small rented hovel in the slums to begin her 

work.   Teresa’s first year in the slums was particularly hard. 

She was used to a life of comparative comfort, and now she had 

no income and no way to obtain food and supplies other than 
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begging. She was often tempted to return to  

convent life, and had to rely on her determination  

and faith to get herself through it.   One of  

her first projects was to teach the children of the  

poor – drawing on her experience with teaching the children 

of the rich. She didn’t have any equipment or supplies this 

time, but she taught them to read and write by writing in 

the dirt with sticks.  In addition to promoting literacy, 

Teresa taught the children basic hygiene. She visited their 

families, inquiring about their needs and helping provide 

for them when she could. Word began to spread about 

Teresa’s good works, and soon she had other volunteers 

wanting to help. By 1950, she was able to start the Mission 

of Charity – a congregation  

 

dedicated to caring for “the hungry, the naked, the homeless, 

the crippled, the blind, the lepers, all those people who feel 

unwanted, unloved, uncared for throughout society, people 

that have become a burden to the society and are shunned by 

everyone.” She went on to open a hospice for the poor, a 

home for sufferers of leprosy, and a home for orphans and 

homeless youths.   Mother Teresa was honored with many 

awards throughout her life, from the Indian Padma Shri in 

1962 to the inaugural Pope John XXIII Peace Prize in 1971 

to Albania’s Golden Honour of the Nation in 1994…and, most 

famously, the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979.   She refused the 

traditional Nobel honor banquet, instead requesting that 

the $192K funds be given to help the poor of India. She 

continued her work with the poor for the rest of her life, 

leading the Missionaries of Charity until just months 

before her death on September 5, 1997. By 1996, Mother 

Teresa was operating 517 missions in more than 100 

countries. Over the years, Mother Teresa's Missionaries of 

Charity grew from twelve to thousands serving the "poorest 

of the poor" in 450 centres around the world. The first 

Missionaries of Charity home in the United States was 

established in the South Bronx, New York; by 1984 the order 

operated 19 establishments throughout the country. Mother 

Teresa was fluent in five languages: Bengali, Albanian, 

Serbo-Croatian, English, and Hindi. 
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Famous Fable #3:  

Blessed Virgin Mary 

Mary was a young girl when the angel appeared to 

her to ask her to be the mother of Jesus. We know 

that she was betrothed to Joseph already at the 

time. She was a model of virtue and a good 

daughter. She was a good mother to Jesus and was 

faithful. She was a good friend to others – visiting 

her cousin Elizabeth and helping her in her old age 

when she was pregnant with John the Baptist. What 

if Mary had not gone to help Elizabeth?  She went 

with Joseph to Bethlehem and had Jesus in a cave 

because there was no room for them in the Inn. 

What if Mary had refused to travel on donkey for 

weeks when she was 9 months pregnant? After she 

had Jesus, she saved his life with Joseph by going 

to Egypt. What if she had said that she preferred  

to stay in her hometown?  Then  she protected and 

cared for Jesus for 30 years. She was there during 

his public life and helped him perform his first 

miracle at the wedding at Cana. What if she decided 

not to go to that wedding because she was tired? 

Mary was there at the foot of the cross for Jesus 

when he was dying. What if she was too sad or 

upset to go? Mary was there when Jesus rose and 

visit the apostles in the upper room. What if Mary 

had lost hope and decided not to go to the upper 

room?  
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Famous Fable #4:  

Christopher Columbus 

Europe would be really crowded… Christopher 

Columbus was born in 1451 in the Republic of 

Genoa, Italy. He was the son of a weaver. 

Columbus first went to sea as a teenager, 

participating in several trading voyages in the 

Mediterranean and Aegean seas. One such voyage, 

to the island of Khios, in modern day Greece, 

brought him the closest he would come to Asia. 

His first voyage into the Atlantic Ocean in 1476 

nearly cost him his life as the commercial fleet 

he was sailing with was attacked by French 

privateers off the coast of Portugal. His ship 

was burned and Columbus had to swim to the 

Portuguese shore and make his way to Lisbon, 

Portugal, where he eventually settled and 

married Felipa Perestrello. The couple had one 

son, Diego in about 1480. His wife died soon 

after and Columbus moved to Spain. Columbus 

participated in several other expeditions to 

Africa gaining knowledge of the Atlantic 

currents flowing east and west from the Canary 

Islands. Muslim domination of the trade routes 

through the Middle East makes travel to India 

and China difficult. Believing a route sailing 

west across the Atlantic would be quicker and 

safer, Columbus devised a plan to sail west to 
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get reach the East. He estimated the earth  

to be a sphere approximately 63% its  

actual size and the distance between  

the Canary Islands and Japan to be  

about 2,300 miles. Many contemporary  

nautical experts disagreed, adhering to the 

second century BC estimate of the earth's 

circumference at 25,000 miles. This made the 

distance between the Canary Islands and Japan 

about 12,200 statute miles. While experts 

disagreed with Columbus on matters of distance, 

they concurred that a westward voyage from 

Europe would be an uninterrupted water route. 

Rejected by the Portuguese king for a three-ship 

voyage of discovery, Columbus took his plan first 

to Genoa and then to Venice but was rejected 

there too. He then went to the Spanish monarchy 

of Isabella of Castille and Ferdinand of Aragon, 

in 1486. Their nautical experts too were 

skeptical and initially, Columbus was rejected. 

The idea however, must have intrigued the 

monarchs, for they kept Columbus on a retainer. 

But their focus was on a war with the Muslims 

and Columbus would have to wait. Columbus 

continued to lobby the royal court and soon 

after the Spanish army captured the last Muslim 

stronghold in Granada in January of 1492, the 

monarchs agreed to finance his expedition. In 

August of 1492, Columbus left Spain in the Santa 

Maria, with the Pinta and the Niña along side 

and then discovered the Americas.  
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