
Book 1 Week 5 

Instructions: Print out the Teamwork Tales an questions 
for each group.  

Story #1: Kristen from NC 

Driving Force  

      In 2008, Kristen's biology teacher and eco-club adviser 

mentioned the ugly empty lot next to the school's tennis court. 

The 50 x 70-foot area was overgrown with grass and weeds; on 

it stood an abandoned greenhouse covered with vines and dirt. It 

was the perfect spot for a garden, the teacher said, but who had 

the time and motivation to clean up the mess? "It bugged me to 

see a problem when I knew there was a solution," says Kristen, 

who was the founder and president of the high school's 

environmental club, the Green Tigers. With six initial members, 

tackling the garden seemed like a doable first project. "We 

realized we could have a discernible impact," she says. 

Call to Action  

     Luckily, growing season was three months away. "It was just 

enough time to get the plot ready," says Kristen. But there was 

a bit of a learning curve. "We were Green Tigers without green 

thumbs," she admits. The students didn't know what to grow, and 

preparing the yard for planting was more involved than they'd 

anticipated. "Initially I thought we should make the garden 

produce as soon as possible," Kristen says. "But a more sensible 

short-term goal was to clean it up before researching which 

crops would flourish."' Soon enough, the garden's visible changes 

inspired other kids, parents and teachers to pitch in and 

reclaim the land. Students received service credits for tasks 

like cleaning out the greenhouse, planting flowers and creating 

wood-chip walkways, but soon they were stopping by the garden 

simply to hang out. Local gardeners suggested growing 

techniques. "We tilled, moved mulch and added compost to beds," 

says Kristen, who also led a fundraising drive that brought in 

$3,000. In spring 2010, the Green Tigers had their first 

successful harvest: kale, mustard greens, arugula, potatoes and 

onions. It was enough to fill 50 bags with produce for an 

informal salad fest for the 100 volunteers—the majority of them 

students. The Green Tigers have since donated 135 bags of 

organic produce to the community. 

 

ANSWER THESE 

QUESTIONS:  

 

What did these 

teens do?  

 

How did an 

adult inspire 

them?  

 

How does it 

show that the 

wisdom and 

experience of 

adults work 

well with the 

enthusiasm of 

teens?   

 

What would 

have happened 

if the adults 

and the teens 

did not work 

together? 



Story #2: Jordan from NJ 

Driving Force  

        In 2007 and 2008, Jordan was the voice of Tyrone the 

Moose on the cartoon show The Backyardigans. The gig earned 

him some extra money. "At first I wanted to spend it on 

clothes and sneakers," he admits. "But my parents challenged 

me to do something good for the community instead." So, 

using his cash, his Hollywood connections and his mom 

Chrisena's resources as a reporter, he decided to make a 

movie with a message. "While I always loved school, I noticed 

a lot of my friends didn't do so well," he says. "By the time I 

was in the sixth grade, I was one of only three boys in 

advanced classes. Other boys seemed to be more interested in 

being the next sports hero or superstar.“ 

Call to Action  

     Say It Loud emphasized the importance of staying in school—

a critical issue in his community, since less than half of 

boys graduate from high school. Chrisena helped Jordan 

contact the agents of influential entertainers, athletes and 

politicians. Those people interested in his cause agreed to 

on-camera interviews. Jordan spoke with NBA stars Kobe 

Bryant and Vince Carter, former NFL great Michael Strahan, 

rapper Ludacris and politician and talk-show host Reverend 

Al Sharpton. ("Did you do well in school?" Jordan asked 

Kobe. "I got mostly A's and B's," the basketball player said. 

Jordan asked Ludacris, "What advice do you have for boys?" 

His response: "Education is first and foremost.") AMC 

Theaters sponsored a seven-city tour of the film. He shot 

another film using the $10,000 he received for participating 

in MTV's America's Best Dance Crew. "I want everyone to 

understand how serious  some issues are.” 

 

ANSWER THESE 

QUESTIONS:  

 

What did these 

teens do?  

 

How did an 

adult inspire 

them?  

 

How does it 

show that the 

wisdom and 

experience of 

adults work 

well with the 

enthusiasm of 

teens?   

 

What would 

have happened 

if the adults 

and the teens 

did not work 

together? 



Story #3: Aidin from Il 

Driving Force  

       Adin's project marries two of his passions: animals (he grew 

up with one cat but his grandparents owned three dogs and three 

cats) and running (he was captain of his high school cross-

country team). He always knew that he wanted to support a 

social cause but didn't know which one until he visited an 

animal shelter, DuPage County Animal Care & Control. "It was 

sad to see dogs and cats being abandoned," Adin says. "But I 

also realized many others were being adopted, which gave me 

hope." So he created Woofin' & Hoofin', a charity built around a 

fundraising race. "Instead of asking my parents for money, I 

applied for grants," he says. "I couldn't believe organizations 

would give money to teenagers on good faith!" Initially he 

received two $500 grants from DoSomething; once the event was 

established, he won a $5,000 Best Buy @15 award for social 

entrepreneurship In 2007.  

Call to Action  

      "I started by gathering a group of six people I could trust," Adin 

recalls. "All were achievers who could work independently." On 

Mondays after school the friends held 45-minute brainstorming 

sessions to throw around ideas. Eventually they agreed on raising 

money for the shelter by organizing Woofin' & Hoofin', a 5K for 

people, as well as a Doggie Dash 1-miler (woofinhoofin.org). Entry 

fees are $25 per person running the 5K, $20 for pet owners 

jogging alongside their dogs. In June 2009 about 70 runners 

competed in the first 5K at and there were 15 Doggie Dash 

participants. "Everyone who competes gets something—either a medal 

or a doggie treat," says Adin. The following year there were 75 

finishers in the 5K and 40 Doggie Dashers. The event has raised 

$16,000 for Friends of Animal Care & Control, the organization 

that staffs the shelter. "This experience has taught me that life is 

about passion and dedication, not merely test scores and GPAs," 

says Adin, who is now a sophomore at Yale, majoring in political 

science and economics. "When I needed someone to take care of a 

last-minute emergency, I didn't turn to the person with the highest 

grades, but the one with the greatest commitment." 

ANSWER THESE 

QUESTIONS:  

 

What did these 

teens do?  

 

How did an 

adult inspire 

them?  

 

How does it 

show that the 

wisdom and 

experience of 

adults work 

well with the 

enthusiasm of 

teens?   

 

What would 

have happened 

if the adults 

and the teens 

did not work 

together? 


